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MAN ANSWERS
OWN PRAYERS

Theosophist Explains How to|

Create “Army of Obedient
Servants.”

LIVING THINGS INVISIBLE

Once Grasped, They “Range the
Astral World to His
Pleasure.”

By DR. W. W. BAKER.

The guestion is continually asked: “Do
ou Theosophists belleve In prayer?”
and it may be helpful to some to study
the subject of prayer in the llght of
ocetlt knowledge, prefacing the study
with the remark that the belief of
Theosophists will vary acoording to their
knowledge, and that no Theosophist, save
the writer, Is commitied to the state-
ments that follow. The public does not
vet realize that a Theosophist Is not
fitted with a ready-made suit of bellefs
when he enters the society, but is only
supplied with material from amon®
which he may choose those which suilt
him, and must then proceed to fashion
his garments for himself The views
that are here submitted are given simply
ast he views of an individual student. as
materials for study.

The first thing necessary in considering
the utility of prayer is to analyze pray-
er itzelf, for the word is used to cover
wvaridus activities of consciousness, and
they cannot be dealt with as though they
formed a simple whole. We find pray-
ers are petitions for definite wordly ad-
vantages, for the supply of physical
needs—prayers for food, clothing, money,
employment, success in business, recov-
ery from lllness, etc. Thé¥e will group
together ms class A. Then we have
prayers for help in moral and intellectusl
difficulties and for spiritual growth—for
the overcoming of temptations, for
strength, for insight, for enlightenment.
These can be grouped as class B, Lastly
there are the prayers that ask for noth-
ing, that consist In contemplation and
adoration of the Divine Perfection, in In-
tense uplrll.loi for union with God—the
ecstacy of the mystic, the meditation
of the sage, the soaring rapture of the
saint. Thess we will call class C.

Ladder of Humans,

The next thing that we must realize is
the great ladder of living beings from
the Bubhuman elemental to the Logos
Himself, & ladder in which no rung is
wanting. >

This occult side of natiire is a fact, not
a dream. All the world Is filled with Hv-
ing things invisible to fleshly eyes. The
astral worid Interpenetrates the physical
and crowds of inteiligent-consclous crea-
tures thromg ‘round us At every step.
Some are below man In Intelligence and
some soar high above him. Bome

|
his thoughts, and is swiftly shaped Into
forms Whose very life is to carry out the
fesling or the thought that ensouls them:
thus he can create at will an army of
obedient servants who range the astral
| world to do his pleasure.

Yet again there are avallable human,
though invisible helpers, whose attentive
| ear may catch a cry for aid, and who
gladly merve as weritable “ministering
| angels” to the =oul in need. And to crown
all thers is the ever-present, ever-con-
| scious life of the Logos Himself, potent
and respomsive at every point in His
realm, of Him without whose knqwledge
not a sparrow falleth to the ground. not
& dumb creature trills in joy or pain, not
| ® child laughs or sobs—that all-pervading,
| all-embracing, all-sustaining life and love
in which all live and move. As nought
that can give pleasure or pain can touch
the human body without the sensory
| nerves carrying the message of its im-
pact to the brain centers, and as there
thrills down from those centers through
the motor nerves the answer that wel-
comes or withdraws, so does every vibra-
tion In the universe, which Is His body,
reach His conaciousness and draw thence
responsive action,

Feeling and Motlon.

Nerve-cells, nerve-threads, and mus-
cular filber may be the agents of
feeling and motion, but it is the man

that feels and acts; so may myriad of
}rltcil!gencos be the agents, but it is the
Logos that knows and answers. Noth-
ing can be g0 amall as not to affect that
delicate ommipresent consciousness, noth-
ing so vast as to transcend it. We are
g0 limited that the very ldea of such
an all-embracing consci st »
and confounds us: yet perhaps. the gnat
might be as hard bestead If he tried to
measure the consciousness of Pythagoras

It is impossibla to deny the fact that
prayers are anawered, and that many
can give out of their own experience clear
and decisive cases of ‘answerm to
prayer.” Moreover many of these do not
refer to what are termed subjective ex-
peri¢ences, but to hard facts of the so-
called objective world. A man has
prayed for money and the post has
brogght him the needed amount; a
woman has prayed for food, and foed
has arrived at her door. In connection
with charitable and undertakings, there
is plenty of evidence of help prayed
for in direct need, mand of speedy and
liberal response. On the other hand,
there is also plenty of evidence of pray-
ers  left unanswered, of the hungry
starving to death, of the child snatched
from It= mother's arms by death, despite
the most passionate appeal to God. Any
reasonable view of prayer must take
into consideration these conflicting facts,
miust neither refuse to admit the answers
nor evade the recognition of the fallures
to obltain any. Al facts must fall into
their place in any true theory of prayer,

We will take separately our three
classes of prayers, and we shall find that
the occult lives in nature are the agents
which bring about answers (o prayer,
the particular agents at work being those
suitable to the kind of prayer put forth.

Several Agencies,

When & man utters & prayer of class
A, he may obtaln an answer through
one of several agencies. His concen-
trated thought and earnest desire will
affect the elemental essence of the astral
plane, and he creates s powerful artl-
Tficial elemental, whose one idea is to
bring abgut what its creator desires. This
elemental, where the prayer is for money,
food, employment. for anything

that can be given by one man to an-
other, will seek out s person able to
give, apd will impress on that person's

brain the image of its creator and of
his special need. this Impression giving
rise to the thought of sending the man
help. Prayer g the motor power, the
artificial elemental is the agent concerned
in bringing about the desired result
and a cheque, unasked for of man on
the physical plane, comes as the answer
to prayer.

The result could have been obtained
as readily by a deliberate effort of the
will, without any prayer, by a person
who understood the mechanism con-
cerned and the way to put it into mo-
tion. But in the case of most people,
ignorant of the forces of the Invisible
world and unaccustomed to exercise their
viils, the concentration of the mind and
the earnest desire necessary for success
are far more easily reached by prayer
than by a deliberate mental effort to
put forth their own strength. They
would doubt their own power, even |f
they understood the theory, and doubt
is fatal in all exercise of the will. That
the person who prays does not under-
stand the machinery he sets golng in
no wise affects the result; a child who
siretches out his hand and grasps an ob-
ject need not understand anything of the
working of the extensor muscies, nor of
the chemical and electrical changes set
up by his movement In muscles and
nerves.

Child's Strong WIIL

He wills to take hold of the thing he
wants, and the various parts of his body
obey his will although he does not even
know of their existence. So also is it with
the man who prays, unknowing of the
creative force of his thought or of the
proceedings of the creature he has sent
forth to do -his bidding; he acts as un-
conscioualy as the child, and, llke the
child, grasps what he-wants.

A prayer of Class A may also be an-
swered In other ways than by the action
of an artificlal elemental A passing
disciple or other helper at work on the
astral plane, may hear the prayer and
bring about the desired result Especl-
ally is this lkely to be the cass when
the uterer of the prayer Is a philan-
thropist in need of ald for the carrying
on of some beneficient work. The helper
will throw the thought of sending him
the azssistence he needs Into the fertile
soll o# a charitable brain and the result
will follow as before.

The fallure of earnest and strongly
willed prayers to bring about the object
almed at seems to be due to the fact
that that they dash themselves agalinst
some karmic cause too strong for them
to turn aside or to modify to any ap-

| preciable extent. A man condemned by

starvation may hurl his prayers against
that destiny in valn. The artificial ele-
mental he has created by such prayers
will find all its efforts futfle; no helper
will come in his way to cause the de-
sired rellef to be sent to him.

Prayer Won't Help.

When the relation that had existed in
the past between the Souls of parents
and of a dying child neceasitate In the
presert 1ife (he breaking of the tie at a
particular period, the current of force
sst free by the prayer will not avall to
prolong the thread of the young life.
Here, as everywhere, we are living in a
realm of law, and forces may be modi-
fied or entirely frustrated by the play
of other forces with which they come in

exactly similar balls: but in one case no
force might be applled to the ball
might fly to the mark at,
other a second force might strike
send it entirely out of it
so with two similar prayers;

one mavy be karmically unopposed, or
even alded on Its way by a karmic
| force, while the second may be flung
agide by a karmic force far more ener-
|getic than the original Impuise. One
| prayer |= answered, the other falls to
| the ground apparently unheaded: In both
cases the result follows the law,

| Let ns consider Class B. Prayers for
| help in mora! and intellectual difficulties
are efMcaclous both In action and re-
action. They draw the attention of
those servants of humanity who are
everseeking to help the bewildered soul.
and counsel, encouragement, illumination,
are thrown into the brain-consclousness,
thus glvng the answer to prayer in the
most direct way. Ideas are often sug-
gested which clear away an intelectual
| difficulty, or throw light on an obscure
prgblem, and the sweetest comfort (s
Ipnun-.d into the distressed heart, sooth-
|ing It and calming ita anxisties. This
|may be called the objective answer to
such prayers, where the help of stronger
and more advanced souls—of a disciple,
an angel, a Master—is readily given in
response to the cry feor aid.

Smbjective Amawer.

But thére is also a subjective answer,
not so readily recognized, as a rule, by
those who pray, that may be regarded
as the reaction of the prayer itself on
the one who offers it. His prayer truly
render him objective ald, but it also

{va attitude. which makes It easy
opent the channel of comunication be-
tween his higher and lower natures,
and thus allows the strength and llum.
inative power of the higher to pour
downwards into the brain-consciousness.

The currents of energy which normally
flow downwards, or eulwards, from the
inner man are aus & rule directed to the
external world, and are utilized In the
ordinary affairs of life by the brain.
consclousness for the carrying on of its
dally activities. But when this brain-
consciousness turns away from the outer
world, and, shutting its outward-going
doors, directs its gaze Inward; when it
deliberately opens itself to the inner and
closes itseif to the outler; then it becomes
a vessel able to receive and to hold in-
stead of a mere conduit pipe between the
interior and exterior worids. In the si-
lence obtained by the cessation of the
noises of external activities, the quiet
volce of the soul can make itself heard,
and the concentrated attention of the
expectant mind enables it to catch the
soft whisper from the inner relf.

Even more markedly Is this the case
when the praver is for spiritual enlight-
enment. for spiritual growth. Not only
do all helpers most eagerly seek to for-
ward spiritual progress, selzing cn every
opportunity offered by the upward-
aspiring heart, but the longing for such
growth liberates energy of a higher kind,
the spiritual longing calling forth an an-
swer from
more the law of sympathetic vibrations
asgerts itself, and the note of lofty ms-
piration is answered by a note of its own
order, by a Hberation of energy of Its
own kind, by a vibration synchronous
with itself.

Life Fletds Soul.

The divine life Is ever pressing sgainst
the limits which bind It, and when the
upward-rising force strikes against those
{imits thes separating wall is broken
through, and the life fioods the soul.

When a man, becoming strong ‘4
spiritual aspiration, no longer see s
for galn nor looks to God for gi..:
when his sole longing Is to resemble
that which he adores, and prayer be-
comes an act of contemplation apd
worship; then the resull of the prayer

is to draw an anawer from the high

the spiritual realm. Once |

spiritual region te which the thought
of the suppliant aspires. The subtle
vibrations of the spiritual realm play
on the up-reaching soul, awakening
the corresponding divine elements that
‘e latent within it. and these, thrill-
ing into answer, flood the man with
& new sense of power and make him
realize something of the nature of di-
vinity. Inasmuch as the Divine |Is
everywhere, as In Him we live and
move, that appeal to the Divine with-
out us causes an activity which reacts
on ur, awakening the Divine within
us, and this “God-with us™ imparts to
the mind and heart the snergy of the
spiritual nature, making us conscious
of our own divine power.

Thus we pass from the spiritual as-
pirations almost imperceptible into the
| praver which is pure worship, pure
adoration, from which all petition is

ftself forth in sheer love of the per-
fect, dimly sensed. Such prayers
grouped as Class C, are the means of
union between man and God, drawing
the worshipper into the being he
adores. In these, the consciousness
limited by the brain contemplates in
mute ecstacy the lmage it creates of

beyond all imagining, and oft. rapt
by the iIntensity of {ts love beyond
those caoncrete limits Imposed by the
intellect, it soars upward Inte

turn It can tell In words or clothe in
intellectual form.

Prayer s Heard.

the Beatlfic Vision, then the
rests In the Infinlte calm of the wis-
ldom that is bevond knowledge. then
the salnt is penetrated with the ra-
diant purity in which God is wmeen.
Such prayer Irradiates the worship-
per and from the mount of such high
communlen descending to the plains
of earth, the very face of flesh shines
with supernal glory, translucent to the
flames whick burns within. Happy
they who know the reality which no
words may convey te those who know
it not: those whose eyes have seen the
King in His beauly will remember,
and they will understand.

Next week the subject will be “The
Atonement.”

WOMEN “DEMOCRATS” MEET.
Women's t.ru::ehl;:-n Report of

Mrs. Willlam A. Cullop.

The executive board meeting of the
Women's National Democratic Lemgue
held Its regular monthly mesting on Tues-
day. at Congress Hall Hotel, the presl-
dent. Mrz Willlam A. Cullop, presiding.
Mrs Cullop. as treasures of the enter-
tainment committes. turned over to the
| naiional treasurer a handsome sum as
t net proceeds from the Martha Jefferson
breakfast recently given at Rauscher's
for the benefit of the league.

Mrs. F. B. Moran, chalrman of the en-
tertainment committes, gave a report in
which regret was expressed that the con-
tinued Indisposition of Mre Wilson and
the absence from Wadhington of M's
Thomas R. Marshall, respectively, honor-
ary president and honorary vice president
of the league. prevented their attendance
at the breakfast.

president of the league for Wyomins.
gave un interesting account of her work
in the West.

Mrs. Willlam Kettner. wife of Represen-
tative Kettner, of California, was appoint-
ed national reconding secretary to suc-
ceed Mrs. Lecoard Hofmanm, resigned.

absent, and which seeks only te pour|

Mrs. Thomas 8. Taliaferro, Stale wvice |

Then in prayer the mystic gazes on | establishment of an
sage | where all International activities are to| Dutch cosst near The Hague: the Riv-
| lera. near Cannes; Turvueren. near Bruse
Iuls. St. Germain on Lave nemr Paris

IDEALISTS PLAN |

NATIONS' GAPITAL

World Conscience Society Is‘
to Launch $100,000,000
Scheme.

DREAM OF TEN YEARS

Hendrik Christian Anderson Designs |
International City to Be Home |
|

of All Activities.

A grandly idealistic project has recent-|
Iy been launched by an International or-

Him whom it knows to be In truth| conization known as the “World Con-

science Bociety.” The details and plans|
were conceived and perfected after ten

the | Years of aitruistic labor and study on

places his heart and mind in the recept- | realm where limits are not, and feels' the part of Hendrik Christian Anderson,
to|and knows far more than on its re- | an American-Scandinavian sculptor re- |

siding in Rome, assisted by some forty|
sculptors. artists, engineers, architects,
and sclentists, and has for its object the|
deal world city

have their home and inspiration.
A Clry Withont Sinmas, 1

A review of the massive and beautiful- |
Iy Mlustrated volume which embodles the |
plan in its details was recently pubiiah-
od In the monthly bulletin of the Pan-
American Unlon. “This proposed inter-
nationan city,” writes the reviewer, “is
to be & city af light. health. wide ave-'
nues, parks, playgrounds, fountains, !a-|
goons, and noble buildings. It is to be
a city without slums, a city of efficiency, |
convenience and beauty. Not only Ini
structure, plan. and equipment will it
be the ideal city, hut it is intended to:
become the intellectual. artistic, and |
fractical international capital of the
world: a clearing-house for the various
social. cultural. sclentific and political!
aspirations of humanity. 1

“As designed it will cover some ten
square miles of ground. Its architectural
plans are so drawn that it can be bullt|
at almost any spot accessible to the sea |
that the nations may choose. “While |
there is ample room within the Deits
of the city for the homes of the perma-
nent inhabitants and the nocessary busi- |
ness and manufacturing plants, the heart
cf the eity Is composed of bulldings -
adapted to the unification of Interna-,
tional . interests. |

"““These are grouped into three centers
devoted respectively to sclence, art, and |
physical culture. The aclentific center:
is connected with the center of art by
the broad Avenue of Nations. flanked
on eithe side by palaces which will house
ambarsadors and delegutes representing
their respactive nations It has for Its
crowning motif the gigantic Tower of
Progrers. which rises to the height of '
1000 feet or more. On the summit of!
this tower will be (nstalled a wireless!
telegraph plant and on the lower floor
of its eolossal buse will be found a world
printing press. |

Cther Uream Features,

“The tower rises In the midst of &

|

circular space set apart for Interns
tional congress bulldings for medicine,
surgery, hyglene, law and criminclogy,.
electricity and Invention, agriculture and
transportation. all of which are provided
with halls, libraries, museums and ac-
cessory officess To the northeast is the
International Hall of Justice and te the
southwest the Temple of Religions. Com-
pleting the conception stand an interna-
tional bank or clearing-house and a world
reference library, while In gardens near-
by are found the international institutes
of higher learning. The art center is
connected with the physical culture cen-
ter by means of gardens devoted to hortl-
culture, natural histery, zoology and bot-
any. An Imposing Temple of Art. form-
ing the chief monument of this center.
has heen planned with spacious halls and
galieries for sculpture and painting, sur-

| rounding a vast avditoriom.

“The physical center is intended to
facilitate a world reunion of athleticism
and to promote the scientific development
of the human form in all nations. A
vast stalium is its central feature., Near
it s a large nataterium, gymnasia for
men and women, and open fields and ath-
letic cundrangies for international expo-
sitions and contests.™

The estimated cost of creating such
a city, according to the author of the
pian, would not be ever $1600.X0.000, & sum
that would net severely tax the re-
sources of the governments of the world
if equitably distributed. The international
committee of thé organization is to de-
termine the site and location of the city
at its meeting next year. Numerous
piaces have been mentioned. such as ths

the Marmora coast, near Constantinopls
the New Jersey coast, near Lakewood:
the Isthmus of Panama. and recently

| the Island of Cuba

Many leaders in art science, education
and world politics in the various coun=
tries of the civilized globe are taking
an active interest in the movement. and
the meeting of the International commit-
tee next vear will create & world-wide
interest.
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